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Determination of fructose glucose and sucrose in honey by LC-MS

Chatchawan Rodjanasap Vichunan Leewan Wiphada Sirisomphobchai Sarawut Chukachan

Abstract

The amount of fructose, glucose, and sucrose is important for evaluating the quality of
honey. These values can indicate whether the honey has been mixed with sucrose during the
beekeeping process, contaminated, or if sucrose has inadvertently entered the honeycomb. The
combined fructose and glucose content must be at least 60 percent by weight, while sucrose
should not exceed 5 percent by weight. If the sugar content does not meet these specified
criteria, it may suggest that the product is mixed honey or a beverage containing honey. Such
products are not genuine honey but are often sold at the higher price of real honey despite
being of lower quality. Detecting the fructose, glucose, and sucrose content in honey is crucial for
ensuring its quality and that it meets standard criteria. This helps prevent consumer exploitation
by confirming that the honey complies with established standards. In this research, a
measurement technique using liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry (LC-MS) was developed.
The technique employs an ion source called electrospray ionization (ESI) and operates in
negative ion mode. The mass-to-charge ratios (m/z) used are 179 for fructose and glucose, and
341 for sucrose. The separation conditions involve an AQS NH2 column with a size of 4.6 mm.
The system uses a fixed proportion separation with a ratio of 25:75 and a flow rate of 0.5
mL/min. The total analysis time is 20 minutes, with linearity in the range of 1-50 pg/mL. This
developed method can be applied to analyze the amounts of fructose, glucose, and sucrose in
honey. Ten honey samples were analyzed. The results showed that fructose content ranged from
31.22 to 40.53 percent, glucose from 28.69 to 32.83 percent, and the combined fructose and
glucose content ranged from 61.30 to 70.04 percent. sucrose content ranged from 1.93 to 4.58

percent. All 10 samples met the standard criteria.

Keywords : fructose, glucose, sucrose, liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry
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YaInontyl I®8§1§QLﬂumaqmmﬁﬁuﬁaqaﬁ’mﬁﬂma Usgnausiengnlng 38.5%, nglag 31.0%, 1
17.1%, woalaa 7.2%, dinaluanaauuazanslulawnsauiindug 4.2%, dnianglea 1.5% wazuisnm
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Tunismematia LC-MS wazindsnimunlauildlunisimsginvsunaiinians 3 slafieniuay
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wyaannsues (LC-MS)

3. Uszlewiiianinezldsu

3.1 EFesgifmngaulunismuiinaiaansnlea nglaa wazglasa ludiadsnmaim
wazUTHnuegllUTEAVTANgNABIMAL kI UE

3.2 Windnauannsalunisnsaieseiiimansnlng nglaa uwazglasa luiegahils e
AuAuAa AR NAg Y

3.3 Ifinadielunismsataludszgndllunsnsia mamuimaninansnlng nglaa wazylasa

Tusegnadndus 1o

4. gunsalansiAliuazanTuInsgIu
4.1 guUnsaiuaziAdosile
4.1.1 1399 LC-MS/MS (triple quadrupole) 8% Thermo Scientific 3U TSQ Endura
4.1.2 \n3estarnuaziden 0.00001 n$u dwmiudsasunsgu
4.1.3 iwdeadsmnuaziden 0.001 nu dmsudsiietis
4.1.4 304 ultrasonic bath
4.1.5 \p309uELENS (vortex mixer)
4.1.6 llastnaunn 5-20, 10-100, 100-1,000 wag 500- 5,000 lulasans
4.1.7 HPLC Aoauil AQS NH, au1a 4.6 X 150 Haawwms 5 tulasiung
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4.2 a1siail
4.2.1 az@lnlulnsa (acetonitrile) HPLC grade
4.2.2 thwinlevsu (deionized, D)
4.3 @TUATFUY
4.3.1 asnnsgIungnlng (fructose) 8%e Sigma-Aldrich Lot no. LRAD5926
4.3.2 s msgIunglaa (glucose) %e Sigma-Aldrich Lot no. 0000306534
4.3.2 ansanpsguelasa (sucrose) mnsidfartiu 100 n3siadng 8o CPA chem Lot no. 982833
4.4 MIFSYNATAYAILUINTTIY
4.4.1 MIwsglasazangngIuniIninauangla
Frasunsgusninauaznglaasgisas 10 fadniuazarsuazuiuliuinsioiadn
leouidu 100 faddns TuvanUTuimsvuin 100 faddns Tnsansazanevisnlnauaznglaaildaziinam
Wntuuszana 1,000 Lilasnsudedadang
4.4.2 MswseNasaranLansgIuLlasa
ARENTATANENINTTINYLATAANDNTY 100 nTUsiednT U3ums 1 Tadansazanauaiuu
USunssethadalesswdu 100 faddns Turaeiuasauin 100 adans lngansaraeunsguylasa
Algaziianududuussuna 1,000 lulasnsuredadans
4.4.3 MIFSYNATAYALUINTTIUNEL
AnansarangInIgIuNInlea nglaa uazglasauSuinsedieay 1 Taddnssiuiu azany
udUsuUEmsRethedaloswlu 100 Taddns luraausinasuunn 100 fadans arsavaisunnsgu
waungnlna nglaa uasglasarldasdamdudulszann 100 lilasnsusefiadansomiudeadiisien
Wuduszusing o shetndnlesou nsewhewunsesiuaeutn 0.2 luasou
4.5 mawsuiegaiils

5.4.1 NSMSUURIBYIUIRN

1%
Y 1 o

5.4.1.1 Fesaograiits 1 nfu azareluviadnlessunazusuusunsidu 100
fiadanslurinUsunnsauin 100 Sadans thlU ultrasonic fewA3es ultrasonic bath w5 wadl
5.4.1.2 gAaN5aEa18i3981931nU8 5.4.1.1 U3uns 1 Taddns azansluthadn
TosaunazUsuusuinsidu 100 faddnslurinusuinsouin 100 3addns ¥ild ultrasonic faaLA3as
ultrasonic bath U1y 5 Wil 9 ntunsesansazansruusunsesiuaouuuig 0.2 Tuaseu
5.4.2 MsfunnUSInatmaudavain
5.4.2.1 Yinauhmausazadadidunldnnsminnsgu
_ lalasnuseiiadans X duUseansnisiieans (10,000)
= lulasnsuse 1 nSu
5.4.2.2 Wasumududulindu nduse 1 nfu

= lulasnSusia 1 N51/1,000,000
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5.4.2.3 WasuUSuaimawsazsiadudasidusd (nSuse 100 n3w)
= USHautenausazsin nsuse 1 A5ux100
1

5. 3ANAUNT

5.1 msmanmefngaudmiunsieseidienias LC-MS

Tneldia3os LCMS/MS (triple quadrupole) T4 lnua SIMQ1 # e polarity LUU negative
fuadn m/z 5l m/z vaagnlmauaznglaawiniy 179 uay m/z tewlasaniniy 301 anmgveaados LC
Tdmaduil AQS NH, au1a 4.6 X 150 daduns 5 lulasuns gaumgivesmeduilivindu 30 ssrmiwaldea fina
WAeuTt (mobile phase) Mfuansazans 2 wila Uszneumethuazesdlalulnsdsnstdu 25 fo 75 Tned
sruuMsuentindnaiuuuuniidnsinisiva (flow rate) 0.5 fiaddnssewit waznafildlunisiasen
Wavnae 20 Wil

5.2 NINAABUAT instrument detection limit (IDL)

o 1 a

prainansaratsuinsgiunausnleg nglaa uazglasafinnnududu 1 lulnsndusediaddns
S 3 91 Baduedosiaemaiia LC-MS sradeuAdynnvemnsiineminreiiieuiudygasunmu
(signal to noise ratio, S/N) MUUANATEBNSUADY S/N ABsiANNNIYTaMNAY 3

5.3 nManadeunuJuldunssvesansunsgiu (linearity)

psvinansavateuInsgIukaninlag nglaa uwasglasa d1uiu 7 seduaududu laun 1, 5
10, 20, 30, 40 waz 50 WlAsnsusediaddns memata LC-MS 51903 1mMu10551UIENINAMUTUTUVDS
A1UIMEIU (AU X) U peak area YBIANTUIATFIU (WY y) UazduIAMAIdNUsEANSAsFRAul

(coefficient of determination, R?)

[
=

5.4 myieseivn vinlea nalaa wazglasa Tudieg1atii
089U RIIY 10 AI9819 WBIUNSWE BRI AnTudadesoswematin LC-MS agld
annenmingan lnevidiegsas 1 91 thamlaluisudisuiunananasgiuieynenududuues Winlea

nalea wazglasa Nluiegniie uasinasnUsina Wnlae nglae uazelesa Wuwesidus (nSuweo 100 n51)

6. NANISNAFDU
6.1 NNSPIANMENUNZFNAINSUNITIATIEAMIENATA LC-MS

= = -
N1971997 1 dNNEVNUCEUVBILATDY LC

W510meS ANNTNISNAFDU

ABANY AQS NH, vu19 4.6 X 150 Jadwss 5 kilasians
waAouii dhuazerdlalulasdsnsiau 25 de 75
onsinstua 0.5 fagansnauld

gaumnilvasrednd 30 DernTALT Y

USuauasian 10 lulasdns

padildlunsiingzi 20 U
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A15199 2 NNSUSURAIEN1ILVDILATDY MS

W’]ﬁ?ﬁm@% dn1IEN1INAEDU
lon source ESI-

Spray Voltage Static

Negative lon (V) 3000

Sheath gas (Arb) 40

Aux Gas (Arb) 10

Sweep Gas (Arb) 0

lon transfer tube temperature

Vaporizer temperature

300 pIFALYYE

150 a9Aaia

M131991 3 A1 mass transition W3nlaa nalaa wazglasa nTadaszvisnemaila LC-MS

a3 MW m/z RF Lens (V)
Wynloa 180 179 [M-HI 50
nalaa 180 179 [M-H] 50
lasa 342 341 [M-H] 50

6.2 NISNAFDUAN instrument detection limit (IDL)

A1 signal to noise ratio (S/N) vesansagangiInsgIuNaNNsnlag nalaa wazglasa AUty

1 lulasnSusafiadans AAININAINLNUNTANIUUA ABIANINAIVIOWINAU 3 (AN519% 4) AT

Aanadsanunsathunldidudiign dmsunisiwszingnled nalaa wazeylasa saewaila LCMS

M1319% 4 A1 signal to noise (S/N) Ve sazaBUnIgIUNENNINLAE nalaa uazylasa Nienu

Wty 1 llasnsusaliaaans

ans signal to noise (S/N)
i 1 it 2 Fit 3 Anade
W?ﬂi@]ﬁ 510.7394 349.2481 355.0157 405.0011
ﬂgiﬂﬁ 114.447 88.48078 77.00018 93.30932
ﬁima 1587.219 1344.105 1247.229 1392.851
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2
Time (min)

= DY U 1 a aa
i 2 Tasunlnunsuansiesgusemgnlea nalea wavglasa LWudu 1 lulasnSusdeliadans

6.3 AL TULEURSIVBINTINUINTFIU (Linearity)

navageUAH T UA AT weINT INASTILTRIE SaYaNINASTIUNERNNINE Nglad wazelasa lien R2

Wiy 0.9988, 0.9979 Uag 0.9987 Miediu FalAmNNNIWTaNAY 0.990 Fetiu ansaranesnmsgIUNELNsNlaa

nglea uazylasa Nneaeunematia LCMS ﬁm’mvﬁmﬁumaagﬂuﬁw 1-50 llasnSusafiaaans (MW 3 -5)

F50000000

—— Fructose

250000000

100000000

R? = 0.9988

o 10 20 40 50 60

30
Conc. pg/mL

AR 3 nsmlesgunsnlea Anududy 1-50 lulasniudediadans

Glucose
G0000000

50000000

40000000

Area

30000000

20000000

10000000
Rz = 0.9979

o
-
L=

20 40 50 60

30
Conc. pg/mL

a

ai 4 nsmlinasgiunglaaanududy 1-50 lulasnsuseiiadans
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100000000
0000000 | SUCrose

HO000000

70000000

GO000000

50000000

Area

40000000
30000000
20000000

10000000 R2 = 0.9987

0 |
10 20 30 40 50 60

-10000000 !

Conc. pg/mL

AR 5 nsmlinaspiuglaaanaduty 1-50 lulasnsudedadang

6.0 M3LAT v Wlnlna nglaa uazglasa ludiegneiis

MnmsUinaresimannlag nglad LLazﬁgﬂﬂiaiué’aasmﬂ?ﬁﬁyqﬁy’wmﬁﬁmu 10 9819
WU Usunaumgninaeglutae 31.22-40.53 wesigud nglaaeglutig 28.69-32.83 Wasidud Wnlaauas
nalaasiuiuagludie 61.30-70.04 wazglasanglurag 1.93-4.58 wedidud (n919l 5) Fagoeharia 10
megdulumunamiunsguvemInsgIUaUALN AT UNY. 8003-2556

o a L4 ¢ @ (3 Y 1 o = [ Y 1 v a
13199 5 Nﬁ’lLﬂﬁ’]%MLU@iL%umW?ﬂI@ﬁ ﬂQIﬂﬁ LLﬁ%‘gIﬂﬁﬁ Tudieg19uKe 913U 10 Fegs mewaia
LC-MS

Winloa nalaa lasa

v Y

PIRENUINY  aoqqgudy Wesidud  Anuutu Wesidud  anuutu wWesidud

(HadnTusiansu) (HadnTusiansu) (HadnSusiansu)
1 342.7 34.27 328.3 32.83 31.2 3.12
2 321.3 32.13 309.1 30.91 28.6 2.86
3 405.3 40.53 292.4 29.24 45.5 4.55
4 320.8 32.08 304.3 30.43 22 2.20
5 349.2 34.92 2979 29.79 19.3 1.93
6 371.9 37.19 317 31.7 27 2.7
7 3314 33.14 320.3 32.03 30.3 3.03
8 343.4 34.34 286.9 28.69 28.5 2.85
9 312.2 31.22 300.8 30.08 20.7 2.07
10 401.3 40.13 299.1 29.91 45.8 4.58
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v Ll
nsnluanafananima (%) lusida

LT

Homey1 Hooey 2 153 53 Homey é Homey 7 Homey £ Homey § Homev 10

% na

- Fructose -Glucuse Sucrose

AW 6 Usunautinena (%) Tuiinis

7. @3UNaNIINAADY
anmrfimnzauuazuasUszansnmuesisnmsienesidmivldlunsinmginuinmhnmg
wgnlna nglea uazglasadewmaia LC-MS fwua m/z fail m/z veangnlnauagnglaainiu 179 uay
m/z voslasamindy 341 annzia3es LC Tdnaduy AQS NH, wuia 4.6 X 150 Hadwns 5 lulaswns
pampiivesmeduivitiy 30 ssmwaldoa Tinadeudl (mobile phase) MTuaisazais 2 vila
Usznaudeiuarerdlalulnsddnmdu 25 de 75 Ineflszuumsusnviadadiuiuuasiisnsinisiva

(flow rate) 0.5 FadAnssoundl waznanfildlunsinseifonun 20 wift dmuUsednsnmuedis
WAT1eR NUINTINIIRIEINLeY Winlnalidanududunsieglugag 1-50 lulasnsuseladdnsuasen
duuszavdnisdnaula (R wirdu 0.9988 nsmnnsgiuvesnglaaidnmududunseeglutg 1-50
lulasn3usefiaddnsuazadudszavdnisdaduls (R wiidu 0.9979 aswlnmsguvesignlnadiaeu
Hudunssoglutag 1-50 lulasnusefiodansuasAduussansnadinaula (R winfu 0.9987 1w
Uinumasihmansnlaa nglea uazelasalufosaieiammnsiuay 10 feg1s wuin Uianasisnle
aoglutae 31.22-40.53 Wosiud naleaegluyag 28.69-32.83 wWaesiiud Winlnauaznglaasiuiuey
Tuts 61.30-70.04 wazglasaoglutas 1.93-4.58 wWosifud Ssiogreis 10 egraduluniunasi

MW@i%WU%@\?QJ’]Wﬁ%WUﬁUﬂWLﬂ“L%‘l'i uny. 8003-2556 ﬂﬂuu%ﬂLM&JW”&MINﬂWiUW@JWUi”ﬂﬂ@ﬂ“ﬂUfl’li’JLﬂ‘iﬁ%

QE

a

yUsnauhena Wanlea nglea wasglasalusogaiiie Wodusumdunsfionuaunmnmiiid

finwegluviowanauasidweniudwasunasialy

nNaunTIIARUAMANIHdR AT NaNERINE] i 10/11



8. Ualauauuy

8.1 mMaRmuTIEnInTamUiinaieanglea winlna warglasaluidsemeda LC-MS 4
msinansraaeunldliuesis (method validation) Liiefigataninsansninumahniausas
yipluszavlala

8.2 BnsnsamUiinasihnianglaa winlea uazglasalutisdemain LCMS 1 1 ulsid
sensitivity gansaa¥nldlusedu lulasndudefiaddns (PPM) win1snsaaiaviuiutaimialutiialy
gt nrrevmuTnanduedidusd (nSusio 100 nfu) Fensldimadia LC-MS Hu vl ion source w9
\n3esanysndefesiininideansiegiaiietesiunsiuinizin ion source fminldinaila HPLC-

refractive index detector (RI) 39LAIUNUIEANNINAI

9. NAANssUYUITZNA

vereUAMUIEERY Weduns fenemsdminasnaeunmunmansadnd wedniwnmdieg nuand
shnthnguasaaeuamniiedniuasananande’ fatuayunisinuiluadel suiadmihinued
0193 asndauazansUuitleu nquaTnasuAmNedn SuasnanEm e drfnasadeunnnmaLAN

Undnintelunsfineiluasiidisagaidluied

10. 18N&1981984

furiiiy wsidumed wazdSen fauduwi. 1.UU. thaa. wdsiian -
https://www.foodnetworksolution.com/wiki/word/1679/sugar, 22 @AL 2567.

A1UNNULINTTIVEUALNYATUAZDIMITHINYIA. 2556. UINTFIVAUALNYAT UNY. 8003-2556.
ﬂi%‘l/li'NLﬂ‘HG]iLLﬁ%ﬁWﬂiﬂj, ATWNWUATUAT.
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